
Fighting Words
Bradley, Kimberly
Della relies on her older sister, Suki, 
for comfort and guidance during 
difficult times, but after Suki 
attempts suicide, it becomes apparent that she
is struggling more than she lets on.

Marcus Vega Doesn't Speak Spanish
Cartaya, Pablo
After a fight at school leaves Marcus 
facing suspension, Marcus's mother 
takes him and his brother to 
Puerto Rico to visit relatives they 
have never met, and while there Marcus starts
searching for his father, who left their family
ten years ago.

Efren Divided
Cisneros, Ernesto
While his father works two jobs, 
seventh-grader Efrén Nava must 
take care of his twin siblings, 
kindergartners Max and Mia, after their mother
is deported to Mexico.

The Only Black Girls in Town
Colbert, Brandy
In a predominately white California 
beach town, the only two black 
seventh-graders, Alberta and Edie, 
find hidden journals that uncover family secrets
and speak to race relations in the past.

Amari and the Night Brothers
Alston, B.B.
Thirteen-year-old Amari, a poor 
Black girl from the projects, gets 
an invitation from her missing 
brother to join the Bureau of Supernatural
Affairs and join in the fight against an evil
magician.

A High Five for Glenn Burke
Bildner, Phil
After researching Glenn Burke, 
the first major league baseball 
player to come out as gay, sixth-
grader Silas Wade slowly comes out 
to his best friend Zoey, then his coach, with
unexpected consequences.

The Blackbird Girls
Blankman, Anne
Relocating to Leningrad in the 
wake of the Chernobyl disaster, 
neighbors Valentina and Oksana, 
who have been taught to hate each 
other because of religious differences, uncover
painful family secrets while learning what it
means to trust another person.

The Benefits of Being an Octopus
Braden, Ann
This moving debut novel explores the 
cultural divides around class and the 
gun debate through the eyes of one 
girl, living on the edges of society, 
trying to find her way forward.

The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez
Cuevas, Adrianna
A Cuban-American boy must use his 
ability to communicate with animals 
to save the inhabitants of his town 
when they are threatened by a witch 
that transforms into animals.

Scritch Scratch
Currie, Lindsay
Haunted after helping her father 
on his ghost-themed Chicago 
bus tour, twelve-year-old Claire 
must discover what the spectral boy from the
bus wants before it is too late.

A Thousand Questions
Faruqi, Saadia
Told in two voices, eleven-year-olds 
Mimi, who is visiting her wealthy 
grandparents in Karachi, Pakistan, 
for the first time and Sakina, 
daughter of the grandparents' cook, form an
unexpected friendship.

Wink
Harrel, Rob
After being diagnosed with a rare 
eye cancer, twelve-year-old Ross 
discovers how music, art, and true 
friends can help him survive both 
treatment and middle school.



When Stars Are Scattered
Jamieson, Victoria
Omar and his younger brother 
Hassan live in a refugee camp, and 
when an opportunity for Omar to get 
an education comes along, he must decide
between going to school every day or caring for
his nonverbal brother.

This is Your Brain on Stereotypes
Kyi, Tanya Lloyd
An essential overview of the 
science behind stereotypes 
explains why brains form them, 
why applying stereotypes to 
people can cause great harm, and how to
recognize and overcome personal biases to
promote a fairer world.

Chirp
Messner, Kate
Moving to Vermont the summer 
after seventh grade, a young
gymnast hides a secret as she 
makes new friends and investigates her
grandmother's claim that someone is trying to
destroy her cricket farm.

The Best at It
Pancholy, Maulik
Twelve-year-old Rahul Kapoor, an 
Indian-American boy growing up 
in small-town Indiana, struggles to come to
terms with his identity, including that he
may be gay.

Black Brother, Black Brother
Rhodes, Jewell Parker
Suspended unjustly from elite 
Middlefield Prep, Donte Ellison 
studies fencing with a former 
champion, hoping to put the racist fencing
team captain in his place.

All Thirteen:  The Incredible Cave Rescue
of the Thai Boys; Soccer Team
Soontornvat, Christina
Combines firsthand interviews with 
scientific and cultural insights in a 
middle grade account of the 2018 Thai cave
rescue of the Wild Boars soccer team and the
critical, sophisticated engineering operation
that saved the lives of 13 young people.

Katie the Catsitter
Venable, Colleen A.F.
Twelve-year-old Katie is dreading 
the boring summer ahead until 
she realizes the mysterious neighbor 
who hired her to catsit is one of the city's
greatest supervillains.

Before the Ever After
Woodson, Jacqueline
ZJ's friends Ollie, Darry and Daniel 
help him cope when his father, a 
beloved professional football player, 
suffers severe headaches and memory loss
that spell the end of his career.
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