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Visit the Smithsonian Institution 
@ your library
Bittersweet Harvest: The Bracero Program 1942-1964

Th e Alsip-Merrionette Park Public Library District invites area residents to a special exhibition and presentation – Bittersweet Harvest: 
Th e Bracero Program, brought to you courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution. Focusing on a set of colorful bilingual posters which depict 
images and interviews captured by documentary photographer Leonard Nadel, the exhibit opens on November 1 and is on view through 
November 30.

Dr. Mireya Loza of the Smithsonian Institute presents on the worker program which brought millions of guest workers from Mexico to 
the U.S. between 1942-64 to help with defi ciencies in the U.S. workforce during World War II. On Monday, November 26 at 6:30 Loza 
brings with her a past Bracero worker, who will provide a personal account of his experience.

Th is special program was organized by the National Museum of American History in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service, and received federal support from the Latino Initiatives Pool, administered by Smithsonian Latino Center.

The Bracero Labor Program – Smithsonian Presentation

Monday, November 26 at 6:30 pm
Dr. Mireya Loza of the Smithsonian Institute presents on the worker program which brought millions of guest workers from Mexico 
to the U.S. between 1942-64.

Bittersweet Harvest: � e Bracero Program was organized by the National Museum of American History in partnership with the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, and received federal support from the Latino Initiatives Pool, administered 
by the Smithsonian Latino Center. All photographs by Leonard Nadal.
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Kids
The fall session runs from Tuesday, September 4 through Saturday, October 6.  The Holiday session runs from Monday, October 22, through Saturday,  
November 24. By registering for our programs, you are giving consent for your child’s photos to be used on our website, social media, and/or within  
the library.

Morning Programs Afternoon Programs

Evening Programs

Little Explorers  
Playgroup
Mondays from 6-7 pm
Newborn - 5 years old with caregiver. 
Socialize with other parents of young 
children as your little explorers play 
and learn through STEAM-inspired 
activities.

Kids Paint Night  
Tuesdays at 7 pm
Independent grade 3 and up. Bring 
your artistic skills each week as we 
create a masterpiece on canvas. We 
are here to enjoy ourselves and maybe 
create aspiring future artists. We paint 
with non-washable acrylics, so please 
dress accordingly.

Family Movie Night
Wednesdays at 6 pm
All ages. Join us each 
Wednesday night as we 
present a variety of  
family films in our  
downstairs meeting 
room. Popcorn  
included! 

Wee Reader Storytime 
Mondays from 10-10:30 am 
Ages 2-4 years with caregiver. 

Young Artists
Tuesdays from 10-10:30 am
2-5 years old with caregiver.  

Chillin’ with Cappuccinos
Wednesdays from 10-11 am
Birth-4 years with caregiver.  

Funny Foods
Thursdays from 10-10:30 am
Ages 2-5 with caregiver. 

Family Music 
Fridays from 10-10:30 am  
(No class on Friday, September 21)
Best for under 5 with caregiver.  
 

Superhero Science 
Mondays from 3:45-4:15 pm 
Independent K-5th grade. 

Creating Crafting Together  
Tuesdays from 3:45-4:30 pm
Ages 3-6 with caregiver. 

Book & Cook
Wednesdays from 3:45-4:15 pm
Independent 4-6 year olds. 

Painting with Pals
Thursdays at 3:45 pm
Independent K-2nd grade. 

Cool Kids Cook 
Fridays from 3:45-4:15 pm    
(No class on Friday, September 21)
Independent K-5th grade.
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Kids
Saturday Programs
Minecraft Meetup 
Saturdays from 3-4 pm 
Grades 1 and up. Join a quest to craft, mine, and explore on a safe and 
secure server where you can easily create structures and mechanisms.

World Spy Adventure Mission: China 
Saturday, September 8 from 10:30-11:30 am
Independent Grade 2 and up. Now is your chance to have an adventure 
of your own with World Spy Adventure! Evil supervillain Gotta B. Bad 
has stolen a precious item from a museum in China – the world’s very 
first roll of toilet paper! Now she has left clues that you can solve in our 
zany locked room style mystery! Do you think you have what it takes to 
stop this evil mastermind? Come find out!

Bookworm Circle  
Saturday, September 15 from 11:15-noon 
Grade 3 and up. We are continuing our book 
club! Stop by after August 12 to pick up your 
Book Club Kit, complete with cool surprises 
and a copy of Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse 
Tales: Vintage Tales from Disney’s Most  
Popular Animated Short Films by Walt  
Disney for you to check out. Come back on 
Saturday, September 15 to eat snacks and  
participate in fun activities!

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 13 Release Party 
Saturday, October 6 from 10:30-11:30 am
Independent Grades 2-5. Come join us as we celebrate the launch  
of Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Meltdown. We will play trivia games,  
guess the weight of a hog, and make our own Zoo Wee Mama comics! 
Everyone will leave with their very own journal which is NOT a diary. 

Bookworm Circle
Saturday, October 13 from 11:15-noon
Grade 3 and up. We are continuing our book club! Stop by after  
September 15 to pick up your Book Club Kit, complete with a copy of 
The Nocturnals: Mysterious Abductions by Tracey Hecht for you to 
check out and other cool surprises. Come back on Saturday, October 13 
to eat snacks and participate in fun activities!

TAG 
Grades 6 and up. Do you love volunteering? 
Or are you simply looking for a way to be 
more involved with other kids your age at the 
library? There’s always something new and 
exciting being planned and you can be a part 
of that. Join us and share your opinions about 
what you’d like to see and do at the library. 
 
Thursdays from 7-8 pm  
(September 6, October 4, November 1, 
December 6)

Thursday Night Activities 
Grades 6 and up at 6 pm

Movie Night:  
Marvel Black Panther
September 13
Enjoy a movie and hot dogs with your friends. 

Halloween Fun Movie 
Night: Hocus Pocus
October 25
Hang out with your friends and enjoy nachos 
(with all the fixings!) while watching a movie.

Movie Night:  
A Wrinkle in Time
November 8
Another movie night 
just for Jr. High! Come 
and create your own 
popcorn toppings, 
then stay and watch 
the movie.
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Kids

Sensory Storytime
Thursdays, September 20 and November 15 at 6 pm
Ages 3-8 years with caregiver. This new program invites children 
to experience each story through multisensory activities. This 
inclusive, interactive storytime can be enjoyed by children of 
all abilities, but is especially designed for children with sensory 
integration challenges, or those who do best in small groups. 

The Great Halloween Costume Swap
Saturday, September 29 from 10 am-1 pm
Kids are no sooner back-to-school when Halloween costumes 
and decorations start appearing in stores. Don’t panic! This year, 
our Teen Advisory Group is collecting new and gently used 
costumes and accessories to be given away during our first ever 
Great Halloween Costume Swap. We will gladly accept costumes 
of all sizes for children newborn - young adult until Thursday, 
September 6. Supplies are limited and will be given out on a first 
come, first served basis. Limit one costume per child. Please 
note that any hats or wigs should be new and unused.

Fairy Tale Engineering:  
Rapunzel’s Slide
Thursday, October 11 from 10-10:30 am
Ages 2-5 with caregivers. Fairy Tale Engineering is an all-new 
program that combines the magic of fairy tales with the  
problem-solving skills of engineering! After reading the story 
of Rapunzel, families will get the chance to solve the problem 
together by making a real slide! This is a fun program that  
will get kids laughing, thinking, and building! You do not  
want to miss our newest STEAM adventure.  

Slime Fest
Tuesday, October 16 from 6-7:30 pm
Ages 5 and up, with caregivers. Making one batch of slime is 
fun. Making two batches is cool. But making five batches of 
slime in one night? Best. Night. Ever. Join us at our Slime Fest 
when we make five different kinds of slime, including basic 
slime, gold slime, starry slime, snow slime, and smelly slime! 
Supplies are free for as long as supplies are available. For kids 
ages 5 and up, plus caregivers.

Family Painting 
Saturday, October 20 at 10:30 am
Tuesday, November 27 at 7 pm
Grades 2 and up with adult. You and your child will create 
separate paintings that can be combined into one masterpiece to 
hang on the wall. Please bring aprons or smocks in case you get 
paint on yourselves, we use non-washable acrylics. Grandma, 
Grandpas, Dads, Moms, any adult welcome!

A Visit with Mrs. Claus 
Sunday, November 25 from 2-4 pm 
All ages. Drop in anytime between 2 & 4, and kick-off the 
holiday season. Enjoy a visit with Mrs. Claus before she has to 
travel back to the North Pole and prepare for Christmas! Make 
a special hand-made ornament and enjoy other activities while 
you indulge in hot cocoa and yummy treats.

Cookie Decorating 
Thursday, December 13 from 6-8 pm
Ages 2 years and up with 
caregiver. Celebrate the  
holidays by decorating cook-
ies! Baking and decorating 
cookies are traditions shared 
and loved by many fami-
lies. Make some new family 
memories by gathering at the 
library and decorating sugar 
cookies together. Food may 
contain allergens.  

Gingerbread House Decorating 
Tuesday, December 18 from 6-7 pm
Ages 5 and up with caregiver. Cook up some holiday cheer as 
we decorate gingerbread houses as a group. We will provide 
everything you need to build and decorate your dream  
gingerbread house. Gingerbread house and decorations  
may contain allergens.

Specials
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Teens

Teen Game Night
Tuesday, September 4 at 6 pm 
Tuesday, October 9 at 6 pm
Thursday, November 29 at 6 pm
Visit the library to try out some great board games, learn how to 
play Heroclix, test yourself in Smash Bros. for Wii U, and more!

Weekend Dungeons and Dragons
Weekend Dungeons and Dragons
Saturday, September 8 at 12 pm
Saturday, October 6 at 12 pm
Saturday, November 17 at 12 pm

Weekday Dungeons and Dragons
Tuesday, September 11 at 5:30 pm
Tuesday, October 2 at 5:30 pm
Tuesday, November 20 at 5:30 pm
Join the library’s campaign through the Tomb of Annihilation in 
the best-selling tabletop RPG of all time! Our campaign is open 
to new players and experts alike, and everything you need will  
be provided.

Graphic Novel Discussion: Venom 
Tuesday, September 25 at 6 pm
The new Venom movie 
will arrive in theaters on 
October 5th – learn about 
the character by joining our 
graphic novel discussion! 
Visit the circulation desk 
to pick up a copy of the 
Venom graphic novel, read 
it, and share your thoughts 
about it with us. Everyone 
that does will receive tickets 
to see the movie!

Horror VHS Clocks 
Thursday, October 18 at 6 pm 
Learn when your time is up with our horror VHS clocks!  
Select a cover from a popular horror film like Friday the 13th or  
Nightmare on Elm Street and learn how to turn it into a clock. 
All supplies will be provided, but feel free to bring your own 
VHS case as well.

Halloween Miniature Painting 
Saturday, October 20 at 1 pm
Learn how to paint miniatures before Halloween during  
our latest painting class! This time we’ll paint Reaper Bones  
Bonesylvanians figures to get in the mood for the holiday.  
Register early to select your figure!

International Games Day 
Saturday, November 3 at 1 pm
Join us for our yearly celebration of International Games Day! 
We’ll have a large selection of video and board games to play, 
along with contests and giveaways just for playing.

Personalized Candles
Thursday, November 15 at 6 pm
Learn how to make candles, add a scent, and personalize  
with images and photos of your family and loved ones. With 
Christmas coming up, now is the time to get a jump on a gift!

Teen programs are designed specifically for teens ages 13 to 19. To register for one or more of the programs, please call 708.926.7024 or drop by the 
Information Desk.
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Tech Training
Please register for all programs at the Information Desk: 708.926.7024.

Mobile Memory Lab 
Digitize your favorite family photos, 
home audio and video cassettes, and 
record personal stories and interviews 
with loved ones. Come to one of our 
demo classes to learn how everything 
works, then attend an open lab to 
scan, convert, and record.

Demo Class
Thursday, September 20 at 7 pm

Open Labs
Wednesday, September 12 at 7 pm
Monday, October 15 at 7 pm
Wednesday, November 7 at 7 pm

Cut the Cable Cord
Thursday, September 13  
at 6:30 pm 
Instructor Mike Gershbein will  
present the latest options for stream-
ing TV and movies with the support 
of your home Internet, rather than 
cable or satellite.

Safe Internet Searching 
for Beginners
Saturday, September 15 at 10 am
Hands-on introduction to Internet 
fundamentals: finding your way 
around an Internet browser, evaluat-
ing safe sites and reliable information, 
and protecting your privacy in the 
process. (Limit 10 students.)

Conquer Your iPhone 
and iPad 
Thursday, October 18 at 6:30 pm
Mike Gershbein will demonstrate  
basics of the iPhone and iPad, 
including navigation, customization 
and a few features of the September 
upgrade, iOS 12. 

Fun, Fast Flyers  
with Canva
Saturday, November 10  
at 10 am
Set up an account on Canva.com, 
learn a few of Canva’s tools, and  
then create eye-catching flyers and 
more! (Email account necessary to  
participate in class. 

Ancestry Database 
Basics
Saturday, December 1 at 10 am
A hands-on introduction to our  
Ancestry Library database. Search  
for relatives in records from the 
census, voting, immigration, military, 
marriage, births and deaths.  
(Limit 10 students.)

Need Help?
Want help setting up an email  
account? Contact Adult Services 
for a 20-minute tutorial session: 
708.926.7024



alsiplibrary.info | AMPL News     9

Adults

Intro to Fermentation
Monday, September 17 at 7 pm
Urban homesteader extraordinaire Anna Stange will discuss and 
demonstrate the age-old technique of home fermentation. Each 
participant will have the opportunity to make and take home 
a jar of brined garden-fresh vegetables. All materials provided. 
Limited to 24.

Combating Childhood Obesity
Tuesday, September 25 at 6:30 pm
Anna Carvlin, MPH discusses the extent of the childhood  
obesity crisis – who it affects, its consequences, and tactics for 
fighting it on the home front.

How to Dress for Your Body Type
Tuesday, October 2 at 6:30 pm
Fashion stylist Mary LaShea returns to tell us how to dress for 
our body shape.

Interviewing 101 
Thursday, October 4 at 6:30 pm 
Gain the skills to present your best self during job interviews 
and answer questions confidently. This workshop, offered by the 
Goodwill Workforce Center, will inform you on what employers 
look for and how you can make a great impression.

Unlocking the Secrets of Your  
Family Tree 
Wednesday, October 10 at 7 pm
Discover the foundation and methodology behind successful 
genealogical research, as shared by genealogy enthusiast  
Tina Beaird. Learn how to start tracing your family history  
using documents and keepsakes you have in your attic and 
around your house.

Improving Communication  
Between the Sexes 
Thursday, October 11 at 6:30 pm
Trisha Svehla of Managing the Mosaic explores the unique  
differences in communication styles between men and women 
and how to bridge the gap.

Car Talk
Wednesday, October 17 
at 6:30 pm
With over 50 years of  
experience, Bob Dupre of 
Cars of America provides 
advice and wisdom from 
buying the right car to cost 
savings tips to maintain it.

Registration is required for all programs unless noted. Call the Information Desk at 708-926-7024 to register.
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Adults

The History of Fortune Telling  
with Bob Trzeciak 
Tuesday, October 23 at 6:30 pm
Bob Trzeciak, local radio host of Paranormal Radio and  
paranormal investigator, will take you on a journey into some of 
the strange ways people have used to look into the future. Learn 
the history and methods of fortune-telling from cultures around 
the world. Palm reading lesson for everyone at the end of the 
presentation. 

Eating the Elephant One Bite  
at a Time
Thursday, October 25 at 6:30 pm
Are you overwhelmed just by the thought of that big or even 
small task? Sue Opeka of The Present Moment will teach a  
tried-and-true method to help you focus and take actions  
towards your goals or intentions – big or small.

Etiquette 101
Thursday, November 1 
at 6:30 pm
Featured on Windy City 
Live, Leontina Richardson of 
Stepping into Etiquette will 
help you master basic table 
manners and proper phone 
etiquette essential to making 
a good impression.

Be a Storyteller!
2-Part Workshop 
Wednesday, November 7 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, November 14 at 6:30 pm
Professional storyteller and founder of Story Lab Chicago,  
Scott Whitehair, leads this two-part workshop to help you gain 
the storytelling skills to share your story. Program is limited to  
Alsip-Merrionette Park Library cardholders. Participants must  
be able to attend both workshops. Limit 12 participants.

Registration is required for all programs unless noted. Call the Information Desk at 708-926-7024 to register.

Monthly Programs
Game Night
Second Monday of each month  
from 6 pm to 8 pm 
September 10, October 8, November 12
Are your favorite board or 
card games sitting in the 
closet gathering dust? Bring 
them in to the library for a 
fun, social game night. Light 
refreshments provided.

Tuesday Morning Movies
4th Tuesday of each month at 9:30 am
Join us this fall for Light refreshments provided.

September 25 – Book Club
October 23 – Chappaquiddick
November 27 – Lean on Pete 

Song Circle 
Fourth Wednesday of each month from  
6 pm to 8 pm
September 26, October 24, November 28
Making music together is magic! You don’t have to be a 
contestant on American Idol to enjoy playing, singing, 
and harmonizing. Bring instruments and songs to share, 
join in a chorus or two, or just come and listen!

Dolores: rebel, activist,  
feminist, mother 
Thursday, November 8 at 6:30 pm
This PBS documentary provides a 
thorough account of the life of one 
of the most important Americans in 
history, Dolores Huerta, but the least 
known for her activism for racial and 
labor justice for farm workers. 
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Adults

SEPTEMBER

Clive Cussler ................... Shadow Tyrants
Jude Deveraux .............A Willing Murder
Christine Feehan................ Dark Sentinel
Joanna Fluke ............................................
............................Christmas Cake Murder
Vince Flynn ................................ Red War
Deborah Harkness ...........Time’s Convert
Dean Koontz ........... Th e Forbidden Door
James Patterson...........................Juror #3
J.D. Robb .................... Leverage in Death
Danielle Steel ...........................................
........................... In His Father’s Footsteps

OCTOBER

Mitch Albom ............................................
.......Th e Next Person You Meet in Heaven
Donna Andrews .......................................
....................Lark! Th e Herald Angels Sing
M.C. Beaton .................Th e Dead Ringer
Michael Connelly ....... Dark Sacred Night
Fredrick Forsyth .......................... Th e Fox
John Grisham ..................Th e Reckoning
Iris Johansen ..............................Vendetta
Stephen King ............................. Elevation
Judith McNaught ...... Th e Sweetest Th ing
Debbie Macomber .........Alaskan Holiday
Sara Paretsky .........................Shell Game
James Patterson...........................Ambush
Jodi Picoult ....................A Spark of Light
John Sandford ....................... Holy Ghost
Nicholas Sparks ...................Every Breath
J.R. Ward ................................Consumed
Stuart Woods ............Desperate Measures

NOVEMBER

Jeff rey Archer................... Heads You Win
David Baldacci  ...... Long Road to Mercy
Elizabeth Berg ............. Night of Miracles
Barbara Taylor Bradford ........................
.....................................Master of His Fate
Lee Child ..................................Past Tense
Mary Higgins Clark ................................
...................................You Don’t Own Me
Clive Cussler ......................Celtic Empire
Janet Evanovich .......................................
.............................Look Alive Twenty-Five
Christine Feehan............... Leopard’s Run
George R.R. Martin ............ Fire & Blood
Liane Moriarty ........................................
............................... Nine Perfect Strangers
James Patterson........... Target: Alex Cross
Alexander McCall Smith .........................
...................... Th e Colors of All the Cattle
Julia Quinn ..............................................
.......................Th e Other Miss Bridgerton
Danielle Steel ..................Beauchamp Hall

Coming Soon

Congratulations 
to patron Pablo 
Ochoa, a 2018 
Summer Reading 
prize winner!
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Connect With Us

Day of the Dead/ 
Dia de los Muertos 
October 31 – November 2
Visit the library between October 31 
through November 2 to view an  
exhibit of an oferta (altar) dedicated to 
Cesar Chavez, who inspired millions  
of Americans from all walks of life 
to fight for social justice for migrant 
workers which later led to the boycott 
of grapes in 1965.

Youth Services Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest
Kindergarten-8th grade
Choose your favorite book character  
or literary character and bring your 
painted or decorated pumpkin to the 
Youth Services Department, between 
October 22 and October 31. Please 
note: Pumpkins must be real and not 
carved. Entry forms will be available  
in the Youth Services Department  
beginning October 1.

Welcome Sensory Seekers
Many of you may have noticed some new, unique, and fun items in the Youth 
Services Department this summer. We are creating a sensory-rich environment to 
aide all our patrons in adapting to the active, modern library. We will continue to 
develop sensory-associated areas of interest as we learn more, and are guided by the 
needs of our patrons.

While Youth Services is currently developing a program for those seeking sensory- 
related activities, Wednesday morning’s “Chillin’ with Cappuccinos” added a new 
component this summer. Miss Wendy created a sensory room that welcomed  
children and caregivers into a calm, softly lit environment that offered various 
sensory stations for participants to explore. This fall, we will continue our endeavor 
of creating all-inclusive programs with our new Family Sensory Storytime, taking 
place on September 20 and November 15. Open to all ages 3-8 and their caregivers, 
this storytime places a special focus on sensory activities, allowing children to join  
in at their own pace.

We invite all our patrons to visit the Youth Services Department to see what’s new, 
and learn more about our programs.

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday . . . . . . . . . .9 am - 9 pm
Friday & Saturday . . . . . . . . . .9 am - 5 pm
Sunday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 pm - 5 pm  
Drive-up book return open 24 hours

Library Closed
Labor Day  . . . . . . . . . . September 2 & 3
Thanksgiving  . . . . . . . . .  November 23

Board Meetings
Library Board meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm 
(excepting November 2018 through 
March 2019, when meetings will be held 
at 1:15 pm). Minutes and agendas are 
posted on the library website. Library 
Board members are elected by residents 
of Alsip, Merrionette Park and Garden 
Homes. Library board positions are un-
paid. Meetings are open to the public.

Library Board
Mary E. McKendree, President
Judy Buergel, Vice President
Mary Jane Schneider, Secretary
Gerald Dujsik, Treasurer
Lester E. Engelbrecht, Trustee
Therese McLaughlin, Trustee 
Robert M. Olson, Trustee

Programs
Attending a program and need a special 
accommodation? Be sure to call the 
Library at least five days in advance.




